$2   WIVES  OF  HENRY  THE  EIGHTH
Katharine  when   the   threat  was made  good   de-
livered a splendid oration in English to the officers
who  were going north to fight the Scots.     " Re-
member, " she said, "that the Lord smiled upon those
who stood   in  defence  of their own.    Remember
that the English  courage excels that of all other
nations upon earth."1    Her letters to Wolsey, who
accompanied Henry as almoner, or rather secretary,
are full of courage, and as full of womanly anxiety
for her husband.    "She was troubled," she wrote,
"to learn that the King was so near the siege of
Therouenne," until Wolsey's letter assured her of
the heed he takes to avoid all manner of dangers.
"With his life and health nothing can come amiss
with him, without them I see no manner of good
thing that shall fall after it."    But her tactlessness
even in this letter shows clearly when she boasts
that the King in France is not so busy with war
as  she  is  in   England   against the Scots.     "My
heart is very good of it, and I  am horribly busy
making standards, banners,  and badges."2    After
congratulating Henry effusively upon the  capture
of Therouenne and his meeting with the Emperor,
Katharine  herself   set  forth  with   reinforcements
towards Scotland, but before she had travelled a
hundred miles (to Woburn) she met  the couriers
galloping  south to  bring her  the great news  of
Surrey's victory at Flodden Field.    Turning aside
to thank Our Lady of Walsingham for the destruc-
tion of the Scottish power, Katharine on the way
sent  the jubilant news to Henry.    James  IV.  in
his defeat had been left dead upon the field, clad
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